or whether he fails and ends his days in ignominy, he ex-
perienced a triumph that day the like of which history can
rarely show. The Vienna destitute, the man for whom Vienna
had no use, whom the Rector of Vienna had described as With-
out talent', the man who had not been able to hold a job in
Vienna, who had left Vienna with hatred for that city in his
heart, with the conviction that the House that reigned in it must
be destroyed and Austria united with the Reich, this man now
returned with roaring petrol-driven hosts, frantically acclaimed
by the people he had conquered.

It went to his head. It intoxicated him. Endless suffering
for Europe was born on this day. Though his conquest of
Austria had been relatively bloodless. Hitler then tasted blood.
His demeanour, as he strode about on the balcony of the old
Imperial Palace with the delirious multitudes shrieking below
him, his voice as he spoke to them, which was that of a man
possessed with some ungovernable Berserk rage, all betokened
the man who was coming to think himself a God, all-powerful,
invincible, all-avenging.

It was a fearful scene.

My work was done. Moving men came and packed my few
belongings. The tulips and the rest of the cake I gave to my
charwoman. My beloved prints of Austria were taken down
from the walls. My rooms became a chaos of packing cases. As
I drove to the station the German armies were still pouring in.
My taxi-driver whooped *Heil Hitler9 like a madman every
time he passed a big gun or tank.

I went with a heavy heart. The Austrians, like the Germans,
had been won for race-hatred, foreigner-hatred, and the lust
of conquest. Don't be deceived about that by the letters you
may read or the tales you may hear from the casual visitor who
has spent a few expensive weeks ski-ing at St. Anton and has
found 'everything perfectly normal and just as it was before'*
Innkeepers and others who live on foreign tourist traffic are
not going to insult or assault foreign guests now that Hitler
rules over them. You may go and enjoy yourselves at Kitzbtihel,
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